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Historical MethodHistorical Method
Proof does not aim at “absolute historical 

certainty”
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certaincertain
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FIVE HISTORIC PRINCIPLES TO ASSESS 
EVIDENCE

The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus, Habermas & Licona 2004

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
When an event or saying is attested by more than one 
independent source, there is a strong indication of 
historicity

Attestation by EnemyAttestation by Enemy
If a testimony affirming 
an event or saying is 
given by a source who 
does not sympathize withdoes not sympathize with 
the person, message, or 
cause that profits from 
the account, we have an 
indication of 
authenticity.



11/27/2013

2

Embarrassing AdmissionsEmbarrassing Admissions
An indicator that an 
event or saying is 
authentic occurs when 
the source would not bethe source would not be 
expected to create the 
story, because it 
embarrasses his cause 
and “weakened its 
position in arguments 
with opponents.”

Eyewitness TestimonyEyewitness Testimony
1. How well could the 

witness see, hear, or 
otherwise perceive the 
things about which thethings about which the 
witness testified?

2. How well was the 
witness able to 
remember and describe 
what happened?

Eyewitness TestimonyEyewitness Testimony
3. Was the witness’ 

testimony influenced?
4. What was the witness’ 

attitude about the case?

6. How reasonable is the 
testimony when 
considered with all the 
other evidence?

7 What is the witness’5. Did the witness make 
inconsistent statements in 
the past?

7. What is the witness’ 
character for 
truthfulness?

8. Has the witness engaged 
in conduct what reflects 
on his believability?

Early TestimonyEarly Testimony
The closer the time 
between the event and 
testimony about it, the 
more reliable themore reliable the 
witness, since there is 
less time for 
exaggeration, and even 
legend, to creep into the 
account
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LukeLuke

Romans, 2 Corinthians, GalatiansRomans, 2 Corinthians, Galatians

MarkMark

Most or all NTMost or all NT
AGE OF EYEWITNESSES

Early TestimonyEarly Testimony
3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He 
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6Af h H d h f h d d b h6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one 
time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  
7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  8and last of all, 
as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9For I am the least 
of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. 1 Co 15:3-9.
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Early CreedEarly Creed

“For I delivereddelivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received ”received ”importance what I also received…received…

Early TestimonyEarly Testimony
3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He 
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6Af h H d h f h d d b h6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one 
time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  
7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  8and last of all, 
as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9For I am the least 
of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. 1 Co 15:3-9.

Fact # 1Fact # 1
JESUS WAS CRUCIFIEDJESUS WAS CRUCIFIED

Fact # 1Fact # 1

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Josephus:

“Pilate condemned [Jesus] to be crucified and to die.”

“I saw many captives crucified; and remembered three 
f h f [ ] [ ]of them as my former acquaintance[…] so [Titus] 

immediately commanded them to be taken down, and 
to have the greatest care taken of them, in order to 
their recovery; yet two of them died under the two of them died under the 
physician’s hands, while the third recovered.”physician’s hands, while the third recovered.”
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Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
Lucian of Samosata (Death of Peregrine):
“The Christians, you know, worship a man to this 
day, ‐ the distinguished personage who 
introduced their novel rites and was crucified onand was crucified onintroduced their novel rites, and was crucified on and was crucified on 
that accountthat account.”

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
Cornelius Tacitus (The Annals ca. 116 AD):
“Christus […] suffered the extreme penalty suffered the extreme penalty 
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of 
our procurators Pontius Pilatusour procurators, Pontius Pilatus…

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Mara Bar‐Serapion (ca. 70 AD):

What advantage did the Jews gain from 
executing their wise Kingexecuting their wise King?  It was just after g gg g j f
that that their kingdom was abolished.  God 
justly avenged these three wise men… the 
Jews, ruined and driven from their land, live in 
complete dispersion.



11/27/2013

5

Attestation by EnemyAttestation by Enemy Embarrassing AdmissionsEmbarrassing Admissions
“Then all the disciples left Him and fled.”

Mt 26:56b

“And they all left Him and fled.”
Mk 14:50

40There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom 
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, 
and Salome. 41When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and 
minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with 
Him to Jerusalem. 

Mk 15:40‐41.

Eyewitness TestimonyEyewitness Testimony
“There were also some women looking on from a distance, 
among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James the Less and Joses, and Salome.” Mk 15:40

“When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He 
loved standing 
nearby, He said to His He said to His 
mother, ‘Woman, mother, ‘Woman, 
behold, your son!’” behold, your son!’” 

Jn 19:26.

Early TestimonyEarly Testimony
“Christ died for our 
sins according to the 
Scriptures…” 

1 Co 15:3.

“…Jesus the 
Nazarene…you nailed 
to a cross…and put 
Him to death…

Acts 2:22‐23

Fact # 2Fact # 2
JESUS’ DISCIPLES JESUS’ DISCIPLES 

CLAIMED THEY SAW CLAIMED THEY SAW 
RESURRECTED JESUSRESURRECTED JESUS

Fact # 2Fact # 2

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
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Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

“…you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. 
He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they 
laid Him. 

Mk 16:6Mk 16:6.

8 And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to 
report it to His disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and greeted 
them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped 
Him.

Mt 28:89.

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

“See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and 
see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 

Lk 24 39Lk 24:39.

Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see 
My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; 
and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

Jn 20:27.

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s letter to the Galatians:

Paul, an apostle… through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, who raised Him from the deadwho raised Him from the dead… 

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
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Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources
Clement of Rome:

“Having therefore received their orders, and 
being fully assured by the resurrection of our 
L d J Ch i t d t bli h d i th dLord Jesus Christ, and established in the word 
of God, with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, 
they went forth proclaiming that the kingdom 
of God was at hand. “

Clement’s First Letter to the Corinthians

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Polycarp

“…our Lord Jesus Christ, who for our sins suffered 
even unto death, [but] “’whom God raised fromeven unto death, [but]  whom God raised from 
the dead, having loosed the bonds of the grave.’”

The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians, AD 110

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

“…a most mischievous superstition, thus checked 
for the moment, again broke out not only in Judǽa, 
the first source of the evil, but even in Rome…”,

Annals

Attestation by EnemyAttestation by Enemy
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Attestation by EnemyAttestation by Enemy
“They reported that he had appeared to them 
three days after his crucifixion, and that he was 
alive…”

Antiquities of the JewsAntiquities of the Jews

Embarrassing AdmissionsEmbarrassing Admissions
1But on the first day of the week, 
at early dawn, [the women] came 
to the tomb bringing the spices 
which they had prepared. 2And y p p
they found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, 3but when they 
entered, they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus. 

Lk 24:13.

Eyewitness TestimonyEyewitness Testimony Eyewitness TestimonyEyewitness Testimony

God… raised [Jesus] from the dead
1 Pet 1:21

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote p fy g g
these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 

Jn 21:24.

Early TestimonyEarly Testimony
4 He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6After that 
He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, 
most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 
7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8and last of 
all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

1 Co 15:48.

They Believed It!They Believed It!
5858When they had driven him out of the city, they began When they had driven him out of the city, they began 
stoning himstoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59They went on stoning 
S hS h h ll d h L d d id “L d JStephenStephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit!” 60Then falling on his knees, he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” 
Having said this, he fell asleep. he fell asleep. 

Ac 7:58‐60.
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They Believed It!They Believed It!
1Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some 
who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. 2And 
he had James the brother of John put to death with a swordhe had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. 

Ac 12:12.

They Believed It!They Believed It!

“Through envy and jealousy, the greatest and most righteous 
pillars [of the Church] have been persecuted and put to death…
Peter, …and when he had at length suffered martyrdom, Peter, …and when he had at length suffered martyrdom, 
departed to the place of glory due to him [ [PaulPaul alsodeparted to the place of glory due to him. […[PaulPaul also 
obtained the reward of patient endurance,… having taught 

righteousness to the whole world, and 

come to the extreme limit of the west, 

and suffered martyrdom suffered martyrdom under the 

prefects. Thus was he removed from the 

world, and went into the holy place…”

They Believed It!They Believed It! They Believed It!They Believed It!

They Believed It!They Believed It!

Fact # 3Fact # 3
THE CONVERSION OF THE CONVERSION OF 

PAULPAUL

Fact # 3Fact # 3



11/27/2013

10

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Conversion

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Conversion

Witnesses to Paul’s Conversion

1Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lorddisciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2and asked for 
l f hi h D h ifletters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any belonging to the Way, both men and 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

Ac 9:1‐2.

Witnesses to Paul’s Conversion
3As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching 
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him; 4and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
hi “S l S l h i M ?” 5A d hhim, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  5And he 
said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting, 6but get up and enter the city, and 
it will be told you what you must do.” 

Ac 9:3‐6.

Witnesses to Paul’s Conversion
19 Now for several days [Saul] was with the disciples who were at 
Damascus,  20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the he began to proclaim Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All those hearing him 
continued to be amazed and were saying “Is this not he who incontinued to be amazed, and were saying, Is this not he who in 
Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come 
here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 
22But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who 
lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christlived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 

Ac 9:19‐22.

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Conversion
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Witnesses to Paul’s Conversion

Paul’s Testimony:
“I used to persecute the church of GodI used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and 
tried to destroy it;”

Ga 1:13.

“I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” I persecuted the church of God.” 

1 Co 15:9.

“[I was] a persecutor of the church”“[I was] a persecutor of the church”
Phil 3:6

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Conversion

Witnesses to Paul’s Conversion

Christians in Judea
22I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which 
were in Christ; 23but only they kept hearing “He who onceHe who oncewere in Christ; 23but only, they kept hearing, He who once He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried 
to destroy.to destroy.” 24And they were glorifying God because of me. 

Ga 1:22‐24.

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Suffering

Multiple, Independent SourcesMultiple, Independent Sources

Paul’s Suffering

Witnesses to Paul’s Suffering

But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won 
over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing him to be dead. 

A 14 19Ac 14:19.

Then all the city was provoked, and the people rushed together, 
and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the temple… 
they were seeking to kill him… and when they saw the 
commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

Ac 21:30‐32.


